Introduction
Human trafficking is a form of modern day slavery which has been fastly moving from the margins to the mainstream concern (UN 2010). Taking place in a broader context of the complex process of globalization (Friman and Reich 2007) combined with illegal migration and human smuggling (Sun-Suon 2015) , it has reached epidemic proportions (Smith 2014) victimizing many persons and continuously violating their human rights (Shelley 2010) . This multi-dimensional phenomenon is affecting almost every country in the world (UNODC 2014) . Even though there are no exact data about trafficked persons globally (Roth 2012; Sun-Suon 2015) , estimates indicate that at least 700,000 people are trafficked each year worldwide (UNFPA 2007) , while during the period 2007-2010, victims from 136 countries were detected in 118 countries (Sun-Suon 2015) . In 2009, 59 percent of the victims were women (UNODC 2012), while 27 percent were children during the period 2007 (IOM 2008 . Looking at global scale of this phenomenon, Albania is not an exception.
Currently, this intolerable and unacceptable phenomenon represents one of the most profitable activities favoured not only by geographic position of Albania but also by seriously weak law enforcement (Meçe 2016) .
Despite efforts made by the Albanian government to address it over years, minimum standards are not met to eliminate human trafficking. Country is ranked in Tier 2 being both a country of origin and a country of destination
(United States Department of State 2015).
Human trafficking is analysed from various perspectives which have suggested different ways to tackle it. Barner, Okech and Camp (2014) discussed it within the framework of socio-economic inequality underlining that human trafficking is one of the most serious effects of inequality derived from unequal power relations globally created. They call for adoption of strategies that reduce social and economic inequality to combat human trafficking (Barner, Okech & Camp 2014) . Zimmerman, Hossain and Watts (2011) analysed human trafficking as a life threatening health issue embedded in various forms of abuse and exploitation. They call for application of multi-sectoral strategies, including health sector, to protect and recover human victims. Shelley (2010) viewed human trafficking as an international crime caused by fastly grown world conditions for demand and supply during globalization. Relying on coercion, brutality and corruption, strategies to combat it require multilateral efforts including a large coordinated international advocacy movement, state border control and international security (Shelley 2010) . Another framework views human trafficking as a migration issue where there is interplay of ever-tighter migration controls with the presence of criminals who like to take advantage on the paradox of migration controls (Friesendorf 2009 ).
Human trafficking is based on a wide range of assumptions. Some assume that human trafficking is focused on sexual exploitation only because it generates the highest profit (Belser 2005) . Therefore, trafficking for labour exploitation has been rarely tackled. In fact, it has been mainly viewed as an issue which can be regulated by labour code rather than a problem which can be present as both, sexual exploitation and labour exploitation. Inadequate legislation has been unable to address this issue (Bosco, di Cortemiglia and Serojitdinov 2009) . Another assumption shows that small number of traffickers prosecuted means that this phenomenon is not so widespread. This does not mean that the scale of this phenomenon is low but there are a range of difficulties encountered to identify victims of trafficking and collect exact data (Bosco, di Cortemiglia & Serojitdinov 2009 ). This paper applies human rights-based approach to discuss the dynamics of human trafficking in Albania and analyse the effectiveness of the counter-trafficking response of the Albanian government with a special emphasis on prevention, protection and prosecution. A rights-based approach to human trafficking aims at analysing the ways how violation of human rights arises throughout the trafficking cycle and how the State fulfils its obligations under international human rights law. It intends to promote human rights perspective in all anti-trafficking measures taken and ensure that protection of human rights is at the core of all interventions and policies (UNHROHC 2014).
Various articles and papers have been written about this phenomenon in Albania and its consequences on its society as a whole, but few of them have analysed it from a rights-based approach (Campbell 2013; CRCA 2012; ECPAT 2012; Friman & Reich 2007; Muço 2013) . From this standpoint, this paper will be an added contribution to the ongoing efforts made to comprehensively analyse this phenomenon and recommend suitable strategies to combat it accordingly.
Methods and paper organization
This paper addresses two main research questions: 1) What are the dynamics of human trafficking in Albania? and 2) How effective is counter-trafficking response of the Albanian government with a special emphasis on prevention, protection and prosecution? To answer to these questions, this paper is based on secondary data and literature review. Secondary data are used to describe the context, scale, nature and dynamics of human trafficking in Albania. Some comparisons are also made with some neighbouring countries to get a broader overview of this phenomenon. Literature review is based on reviewing of several country strategic documents, reports, legal framework and policy papers to assess the effectiveness of countertrafficking response especially on prevention, protection and prosecution. This paper is composed of five parts. Following the first part which includes introduction and methods, the second part provides a general overview of the context of human trafficking in Albania including its definition, nature, type, scale and dynamics. A framework of the rightsbased approach to human trafficking has been described in the third part, while effectiveness of the counter-trafficking response has been critically analysed in the fourth part. Finally, some conclusions are drawn in the fifth part. It is argued that the situation of human trafficking is complicated by the link between corruption in law enforcement and application of corrupt practices which in turn lead to the failure of the effective implementation of anti-trafficking response (Cho, Dreher and Neumayer 2014; van Dijk and Klerx-van Mierlo 2013) . Bales (2005) considers corruption as a driving factor of human being trafficking. According to OSCE, corrupted public officials are unwilling to act against this phenomenon (Mann and Dolea 2006) . Bad governance in source countries followed by weak governmental efforts to protect innocent people from exploitation and violation of their human rights has expanded their victimization (Cho, Dreher and Neumayer 2014) keeping this phenomenon going (Tremblay 2010) . This creates distrust in the state institutions and increases reluctance of the citizens to report trafficking From a policy perspective this would call for a better prioritization and integration of anti-trafficking interventions in practice.
Overview of the context of human trafficking in Albania

Conceptual framework of rights-based approach to human trafficking
Human trafficking deprives human rights of women, children and men 
Effectiveness of counter-trafficking response in Albania
In this paper, effectiveness of counter-trafficking response refers to three 
